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JAI SCIENTISTS

Thick, heavy -set scientific gi.anl in play with ihe microscopic
atom.
BOHR, NIELS
Bohr, Niels (1885 to 1962) Danish
physicist. Niels Hcnrik David Bohr,
born in Copenhagen in 18X5 did pioneer-
ing work in the field of atomic theory.
It is said that the Danish are proudest of
their shipping industry, dairy products
and Niels Bohr.
At the age of 22 he was awarded the gold medal of the Dan-
ish Scientific Society for his original studies on surface tension.
In 1911 Bohr submitted a dissertation on the electron
theory of metals and received his Ph.D. He went to Cam-
bridge to study under J.J.Thomson, 'the father of the electron,1
In 1913 he published his basic theory on the structure of
the atom. There are atoms of copper, or of neon or of uranium
or of any element.
A central portion in the atom is the nucleus. Electrons
move about in circular paths/orbits, likened to the solar sys-
tem in which planets move about the sun, The nucleus is posi-
tively charged and made up of neutrons and protons; the elec-
trons are elementary particles of negative charge, travel in
"shells" around the nucleus.